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A Short Eſſay, c. 
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One Satisfaction you have at leaſt acquired, 
that your ESSAY is taken in the Ironical 
Senſe you intended it, and is conſider'd as ſuch: 
But that, in your Poſtſcript, you ſhould declare 
you know no ſolid Objection to the Scheme of 
Lighting and Keeping Clean the Streets of this 


City, is not to me reconcileable to common 
Reaſon. | 


Need an Apology for being ſo long 
filent, and as, with the leaſt Circum- 
ſpection, an immediate Anſwer might 
have been returned. 


Whatever might be your Ambition to be 
conſider'd as an Under-IWorkmas to Mr. W----, 
1 or 
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or your Endeavour to deprive him of any Ho- 
nour that his excellent Speech hath acquired, 
you had done well had you followed his gene- 
rode Pi Far diſtant was it from the Preſump- 
tion of an Orator, but founded upon the eſta- 
bliſhed Fact of Magna eſt Veritas et prævalebit. 


It ſeems, no Conſideration was to have been 
a ſufficient Bulwark to you againſt the darling 
Scheme. 


But I ſhall proceed upon fairer Enquines, 
and, in order to demonſtrate the Truth, I ſhall 
firſt conſider, and endeavour to give an Anſwer 
to, your Arguments in their ſeveral Turns; and 
ſhall then conſider the Scheme lately on foot for 


that Purpoſe, and from whence the Oppoſition 
took its Riſe. 


It is preſumed your Arguments, being inten- 
tionally deduced, conclude, That keeping clean 
the Streets of this City would be beneficial to 
the Health of the People; that the Lights would 
prevent a great many Opportunities for the La- 
dies Commerce in St. Peter's Church-yard, or 
Bedford Arch, or other Places; and that the 
Lamps would take off the Neceſſity or Uſe of 
Footmen, at whoſe Intercourſe the Secrets of 
Family are without diſtinction lain open; and 


that the Expence of theſe Advantages, at Nine- 
pence 


3-3 
pence in the Pound, ſuppoſing the Houſes, one 
with the other, at Sixteen Pound a Year, would 
be no more in the Year's End than Twelve 
Shillings ; and that there are many Methods of 


ſaving, to ballance that Sum. This ſeems to 
be the Sum of your Mcaning. 


It ſo unfortunately falls out that I diſagree with 
your Calculation at my firſt Onſet ; and cannot 
help conſidering, that the Houſes ſubject to 
the Tax, one with the other, would pay much, 
proportionably, more than the Sixteen Pound 
a Year, But as you was, upon your Calculati- 
on, ſeemingly ſo exact as Half 4 Quarter of 4 
Farthing à Day, why was not the Taxes upon 
Churches conſidered, only the Nine-pence a 
Pound in Houſes? The one was as much pro- 
poſed as a Tax as the other, and was to have 
been collected upon the Church-Rate. *Tis 
true indeed, thoughtleſs People might be lulled 
with fair Pretences : But confiderate Men are not 
to be amuſed ' with thoſe Advantages. That 
your Calculation is wrong of Sixteen Pound a 
Year only, I imagine, will appear to you upon 
Calculation; and that your Omiſſion of the Tax 
upon Churches will appear to you, upon En- 
quiry. Tis neither my Deſire, or my Buſi- 
| neſs, to cavil at your Calculation, or Omiſſion, 
as being well ſatisfied, that from the Oppoſers, 
in that Situation, no ſelfiſh Motive had its View 

to 
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to ſcreen them from the pitiful Saving, for 
any Amuſement or Luxury, More valuable 
were their Conſiderations, more ſubſtantial their 
Reaſons; viewing the induſtrious Labourer 
toiling for the Support of himſelf and nume- 
rous Family; the diſtreſſed Widows and Or- 
phans, helpleſs and friendleſs, whoſe only Sup- 
port and Suſtenance is a Houſe or two, contri- 
buting to our Toys, at the Expence of their 
Hunger, their Want, and probably their Ruin. 
The great Expence of others, without enjoy- 
ing any Advantage, and the ill Conſequences 
that it might be attended with to the City, were 
their Motives; and of which they are not 
aſhamed. 


I muſt confeſs myſelf ſurprized, that you 
imagine the Citizens of Exeter ſtand in need of 
an Act of Parliament to keep them clean, or 
that our Executors of the Law are fo dilatory to 
ſtand in need of farther Guidance. The Vene- 
rable Body have ſet a good Example within 
their Diſtricts, to preſerve the ſame from Filth 
and Nuſances: And was the ſame followed, 
the Inconvenience would be ſoon removed: 
Nor is it doubted but the Worthy Body will con- 

tribute their Aſſiſtance to fo deſirable an End. 


And as, by their Charter, granted in Edward 
the Firſt, for ſome petty Cuſtom, they are to 


pave 


ending thus; Ideo vobis mandamus, quod diftas 


| 
[ 
| 


E 


pave and repair the Streets, as appears by the 
following Words: Edvardas Dei gratia Reg. 
Angliæ, Dominus Hiberniæ, et Dux Aquit. Ma- 
ori, Ballis et probis Hominibus Civitatis ſue 
Exon. Salutem. Sciatis quod in Auxilium Civita- 
tis predict. pavend. conceſſimus vobis quod a Die 
Confectionis Preſentium capiatis de Rebus Vena- 
libus ad eandem Civitatem, tam per Terram quam 
per Aquam venientem, Conſuetudines ſubſcriptas, 
videlicet de qualibet Summa cladi venalis unum 
Obulum, de quolibet Equo et Equa, Bove et Vac- 
ca, venali, unum Obulum, &c. &c. &c. And 


Conſuetudines capiatis ficut predict. eft, et de De- 


nariis inde provenientibus pavimentum predict. 


modo debite repari et emendari faciatis. 


It is hoped, they will think it their Duty, as 
Magiſtrates, to take care that they are kept clean. 
As by Neglect, at preſent, the Evil complain- 
ed of ariſes, ſo (whatever freſh Law there 
might be) by Neglect the Evil would continue: | 
So your whole philoſophical Parade ſtands as if 
it never had been inſerted. 


I ſhall now follow you in reſpect to the Com- 
merce, that flouriſhing Trade, at preſent carried 
on in St. Peter's Church-yard, Bedford Arch, and 


| feveral other Places, during the Darkneſs of the 


that 
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that yon would be in Fact an Advocate for this 
Trade, as you ſeem not to be wnacquainted with 
the Haunts, the IYbifpers, and the Twitches. 
One would not attribute this fudden Change to 
ariſe from an ill natur d Principle. 


But ſuppoſe your real Intention was to ſhew, 
that the Lights would, in ſome Meaſure, pre- 
vent this Commerce, and not to give them an 
Opportunity of Trade in the Dark? But this 
lkewiſe ſeems to me to be a wrong Argument; 
for the Lights would, in all Probability, increaſe 
_#be Trade. A Perſon might with very good 
- Spirits walk the Streets in the Dark, and not 
perceive any Perſon : Or, if he ſaw any one, 
he could not perceive who and what they were, 
and would be afraid to attack, leaft he ſhould 
be miſtaken. Nor have the Ladies the Oppor- 
- runity of their gentle ¶ hiſpers, or Twitches by 
tbe Sleeve, without the Benefit of the Moon. 
-For they cannot ſo well diſtinguiſh a Buck from 
- Oonſtable: And if the Laghts were up, they 
-would fo place themſelves to Advantage, for an 
Opportunity of what is call'd picking up. And 

you ſay that there are Mare bouſes to repair to. 


Your other Conſideration ſeems to be of a 
more ſeriom Kind. You fay, that, if the Streets 
were lightcd,. one material Part of the Office 
 * of aun would ceaſe. And hence you 
| * account 
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Light to the Preſervation of his Fellow-Crea- 
tures ? 


I have now endeavour*'d to anſwer your Ar- 
guments in their ſeveral Turns; and ſhall, ac- 
cording to my Propoſition, conſider the Scheme 
lately on foot, and from whence the Oppoſition 
took its Riſe, 


The Worſhipful the M a vo x, at the Deſire 
of ſome of the Inhabitants, called the Citizens 
together at the Guildhall: And it was then pro- 
poſed, that, as many Houſes had been lately 
broke open, and many Riots and Tumults hap- 
pened, in the Night-time, that Enlightening ihe 
Streets was a likely Method to prevent it. The 
Cleanſing the Streets was then thought neceſſary: 
And, after ſome Conſideration, it was recom- 
mended to apply to Parliament for an Act to 
Enlighten the Streets of the City, and to Cleanſe, 
and Keep them Clean: And a Committee was ac- 
cordingly appointed to conſider of proper Means 
and Meaſures to effect it. 


| The Committee, who met and conſidered of 
the Plan, agreed, and concluded upon Nine- 
pence in the Pound: The extended Value upon 
Houſes, and a Tax upon the Churches, to be 
raiſed by the Church-Rate upon the Inhabitants 
of the ſeveral Pariſhes. This was the Conclu- 
| ſion, 
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ſion, and this was to be the Means of obtaining 
and ſupporting the Scheme. 


And upon this Scheme and Reſolution was the 
laſt Meeting at the Guildball; where there were 
mapy who appeared, and diſſented from it. It 
was then indeed obſerved, That their Oppoſi- 
tion came too late, and if they had any Oꝭjecti- 
ons they ſhould have mentioned them before. 
But, it is inſiſted upon, the Objections were 
made in à proper Time, as the being diſſatisfi- 
ed, or objecting, without knowing the Plan the 
ſame was to have been obtained upon, would 
have been very ridiculous and abſurd. And to 
conſider whether the Objections were proper, 
and to be liſtened to, or not, ariſe three Conſi- 
derations. 5 | 


Firſt, Whether the Trade of this Cicy is ſo 
extenſive, and the Rent upon Houſes larger, 
and the Taxes not ſo great, as they have been in 
Ages paſt, or at leaſt in a Condition as to ad- 
mit of any Burthen ? 


Secondly, The Benefit and Advantage the 
Lights and Cleanſing the Streets would give 
the City, 


Thirdly, Whether the Tax to be levied for that 
B 2 | Purpoſe, 
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Purpoſe, and the Conſequences ariſing from it, 
would be greater than thoſe Advantages? 


The Firſt, I imagine, is allowed, will not af- 
ford a Proſpect to the Scheme. 


As to the Second Conſideration, the Advan- 
tage it will afford, People will then have an 
Opportunity of paſſing and repaſſing, and of 
enjoying the Light, without the Fear of being 
aſſaulted, or of ſtumbling, which the Dark- 
neſs might occaſion. This ſeems to be the Be- 
nefit. 


But the Anſwer is obvious. Will not a Ser- 
vant, with the ſame Expence as theſe Lights, 
anſwer the fame End? And if fo, the Scheme 
is then only calculated ro compel many People 
to have Lights whether they can afford it, or 
would enjoy any Advantage by it, or are will- 
ing of it, or not. But that it will be a Means 
of preventing Robberies, cannot be concluded: 
For if we conſider Robbery, it muſt ariſe from 
ſome Motive; and that muſt be either Neceſfity 
or Villam. If from Neceſſity, that hath no 
Law; but if from Villam, it will have many 
Contrivances to execute its Schemes, and, if it 
cannot be accompliſhed in one Shape, it will 
be in another: And much greater will be the 
Temptation when a Man is reduced to the un- 

avoidable 
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avoidable Neceſſity (by being over-burthened), in 
not being able to ſub/ie without it. 


Bur I need not conſider the preventing Robbe- 
ries as any Uſe to reſult from this Scheme, as, 
at the laſt Meeting, ſeveral Advocates for the 
Scheme propos'd, that thoſe Lights were to burn 
till Eleven or Twelve o'Clock : At which Time 
every reaſonable Man ought to be in Bed. But 
ſome People are ſtill of Opinion, that, after 


6 Time, Robbers are not faſt aſleep. 
'S That the Execution of the Scheme would be 
gay, and ornamental to the Town, I will ad- 
mit to be true, But then let us ask, Who are 
the proper People to have Ornaments ? and it 
will be, undoubtedly, anſwered, Thoſe who can 
beft pay for them. We ſhould then conſider, 
whether it would be ſo by the preſent Scheme, 
or not. But the contrary is affirmed; and that, 
if you conſider Twenty Men of the beſt For- 
tunes in Town, who are Advocates for the 
Scheme, they will not pay ſo much as Twenty 
of a low Degree, and who the former would 
think it a great Indignity offered them to be 
put in Compariſon with. 


We are, in the third Place, to conſider the 
Nature of the Tax to be levied, and the Conſe- 
quences reſulting from it. | 


As 
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As to the Burtben it will be to the poorer Peo- 
ple, I will not again repeat it. I will ſhift the 
melancholy Scene, and will only add, that it will 
be heavy and grievous. I forbear to mention 
other Inconveniencies. We are, then, to con- 
ſider the Nature of the Tax. It is a Tax upon 
Houſes of Nine-pence in the Pound, the ex- 
tended Value, beſides the Church-Tax, c. 


Now, tis a known Fact that there are many 
People who live in their own Houſes, and the 
Committee are to put the Value upon them. 
In this Caſe one Man would then imagine that 
he was taxed higher than his Neighbour, and 
that it was more than his Houſe was worth. 
Hence would ariſe Jealouſies, Feuds, and Ani- 
moſities, and would create Law-Suits. No Man 
would chooſe ſuch a Situation for a pleaſant 
Life. Every diſcreet Man would rejoice in the 
Harmony of his Acquaintance. And who is 
there that envies the Man that hath been to 
Law, and had the beff of it, or deſires the Situ- 
ation of him that had the worſt ? 


Let us again conſider who this Committee 
was to conſiſt of. | 
It was to confiſt of Ten Men in each Quar- 


ter, to wit, Five Yellows and Five Blues: And 
wes 
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to be choſe by their own Party. So that the 
moderate Man would have no Rule, but muſt 
ſubmit to their Will. 


But, for once, let us endeavour to ſuppoſe 
that thoſe Lights, c. were abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry; and that they muſt be obtained. The Cal- 
culation was too premature, as in the Scheme 
on Foot ſome Years ſince for the ſame Pur. 
poſe. It was then only propoſed Six-pence in 
| the Pound, the computed Value, and a Watch 
was to have then been maintained out of it; 
which would have been a Third of the Ex- 
pence : So that, inſtead of Nine-pence in the 
Pound, the extended Value, and the Tax upon 
Churches, it was to have been then applied for 
at only Six-pence in the Pound, and the Watch 
included the computed Value. And I have 
been informed that ſome of the Advocates for 
the preſent Scheme were Oppoſers to the for- 
mer one ; which ſeems ſomewhat paradoxical. 


And thus have I endeavoured to give ſuffci- 
ent Reaſons againſt the Scheme. 


I have not followed your Method ; nor have 
I produced any Argument; but conſidered the 
Affirmative and Negative. I am not fo il 
bred as to draw haſty Concluſions ; nor, had I 
approved of the Scheme, ſhould I ſo m—_ 


063 
have concluded, that thoſe v thought ir pre- 
judicial only thought it ſo becauſeckilth was con- 


genial to the Conflitution of an Extter-Man. 
The — however, arc not obliged to you. 


n Vents Het being in your Ca- 
tuns you hooks have pinto dale Plan. 
And whatever might be your Opinion, it was 
expected at leaſt you ſhould have produced your 

Tou have, in a very extraordinary Manner, 
dies upon your condernn bs 


, 


- Nas gave the ſame Attention to the 
Conſequences of the Scheme (if you knew up- 
on what Footing it was upon), when you was 
collecting your Philoſophical Harangue, as the 
levying a Tax upon ourſelves and Succeſſors de- 
ſerves, you might probably have drawn diffe- 
rent Concluſions, and, inſtead of fixing Filth 
n its Oppoſers, you would have conſidered 
them Well-wiſhers to the Community to which 


* 
- 


E 


= 


